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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MonrToR. 
CHRISTIANITY....NQ. §. 


ANOTHER class of collateral arguments for the truth of the 
Christian religion, arise from particulars in its nature, or from ef- 
fects produced by it, or from facts in the Gospel history; which 
cannot be at all accounted for, but on the supposition of a divine 
original, or which are at least most naturally explicable on that 
supposition: such arguments produce conviction, not by simply ex- 
citing a perception of excellence, but by making us feel that we 
moust offer violence to the natural principles of our understanding, 
and be involved in absurdities, if we deny the divinity of Chris- 
tianity. y 

Whatever circumstance is unaccountable, without supposing the 
truth of Christianity, affords a real presumption for it. 

Some of these presumptive arguments with respect to the circum- 
stances from which they arise, and the manner in which they affect 
the understanding, are allied chiefly to the internal evidences of 
Christianity: others to the external. The circumstances from 
which some presumptive arguments for our religion arise, are such 
in their nature, as while they are inexplicable without supposing 
its divinity, excite at the same time a perception of excellence. 

Vou. I. 3 
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, Thus the character of Jesus is such, and so uniformly supported, 
that if it had not been real, the Evangelists cannot be supposed ca- 
pable of delineating it. There are several circumstances in our 
Saviour’s last discourses with his disciples, which prove that if he had 
not really spoken them, the Evangelists could never have feigned 
or ascribed them to him. : 

The characters of some of the Apostles of Christ; the controver. 
sies among Christians in the Apostolic age; the practice of Christ 
and his Apostles m uniformly referring their claim to the impartial 
inquiries of men, and renouncing every other method of recom- 
mending it; are strong presumptions of the truth of Christianity. 

These arguments have an affinity to the internal evidence of 
Christianity. 

Taquire into the divine missions of Jehn the Baptist and Christ, 
and you will find the claims of- both mutually support each other. 
The circumstances attending their births, many of which were mi- 
raculous, and their whole conduct towards one another in their pub- 
lic life, afford a full proof that Jesus was the Messiah, and John his 
forerunner. © 

‘The case is the same with regard to the miraculous conversion, 
and subsequent conduct of the Apostle Paul, forbidding us to as- 
cribe the origin and prevalence of Christianity, either to enthu- 
siasm or imposture. 

There are other arguments which corroborate the truth of Chris- 
tianity, by adding weight to its external evidence, in a manner still 
more direct. They arise from circumstances not absolutely neces- 
sary for rendering these evidences complete; and therefore they 
may be considered as separate and independent evidences of the 
collateral kind. Thus when we consider that many of the particu- 
lars predicted concerning the Messiah, and accomplished in Jesus, 
are perfectly extraordinary in their own nature, and seemingly in- 
compatible with one another; this affords evidence of the truth of 
our religion, additional to what arises merely from the accomplish- 
ment of any prophecy. 

A similar confirmation of Christianity, is deducible from some 
circumstances in the character of the man of sin, foretold by St. Paul, 
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80 singular, that mere imagination could never have suggested them ; 
and if it had, they never could have taken place. 

There are other arguments deducible from the permanence of the 
positive institutions of Christianity, which are a kind of monuments 
of its truth and divine original. 

The argument in proof, deduced from its sudden and extensive 
propagation, and permanent duration, deserves on various accounts 
to be more amply stated, and to be vindicated from the objections 
which have been alleged against it. No just and satisfactory rea- 
son can be given for its speedy diffusion, general prevalence, and 
continued subsistence in the world, but by admitting its divine ori- 
ginal, and the supernatural efficacy that contributed to its recep- 
tion and propagation. 

In its own nature and avowed design, it had to encounter with a 
host of enemies, both among Jews and Heathens, whose passions and 
prejudices, secular interests, and established habits and usages, would 
combine in discouraging its advocates, and raising obstacles which 
it would be difficult to. surmount. 

More especially when we consider, that independently of its claims 
toa divine origin, and of the supernatural power which accompanied 
4t, the missionaries of the Christian cause laboured under a va- 
riety of personal and local difficulties. 

They were destitute of those natural talents and acquired accom- 
plishments, and of that authority aud influence usually resulting 
from rank and opulence, which would of themselves have contri- 
buted to their favourable reception with the multitude. 

Nevertheless, Christianity grew mightily and prevailed; of the 
weapons that were wielded against it by prejudice and error, talents 
and learning, wealth and worldly power, none eventually prospered. 


—t 2 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


REFLECTIONS....NO. 3. 


Ir.man were unsociable, he would be far less interesting, but hav- 
ing descended from one common parent, we feel it a duty to assist in 
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bearing one another's burdens. Christians feel this more powerfully 
than others. 

We often find in our journey on towards the heavenly country, 
many things hard to be understood; but we should take comfort in 
the dark moment, in the pursuasion that what we know not now, we 
shall know hereafter. When Christ was on earth he was wont to 
speak tothe Jews and Pharisees in parables, and without a parable 
spake he not unto them; but when he met with his disciples he ex- 
plained their meanings. At one time, when he was about to leave 
them, promising the Comforter, he added, “But the time cometh 
when I will not speak to you in parables;” they answered, “ Lo! now 
speakest thou no proverb, but plainly.” 

The hope of blessedness and glory hereafter, is calculated to sup_ 
port and strengthen us, not only in the discharge of duty, but also un- 
der the disappointments and trials which now overtake us, and often 
press upon our weariéd spirits. “ Oh that I had wings like a dove,” 
said David, “ then would I fly away and be at rest.” I would 
hasten from the windy storm and tempest. But the same David in 
another verse exclaims, “I shall be satisfied when I awake in thy 
likeness.” The Lord remembereth that we are frail, that we are but 


dust: © The sacrifices of God are a broken heart, and a contrite spirit ; 
these he doth not despise. 


Crosses and trials are their lot, 
Long as they sojourn here; 

But since the Saviour changes not, 
What have the saints to fear? 


. It is the business of Satan, the enemy of souls, to destroy much of 
our peace, joy, and comfort of mind, by endeavouring to becloud and 
~ darken God’s name and truths. He would destroy, if possible, all 
God’s order, strength, and beauty, in his works and ways towards us. 
When our experience goes this way, we should consider that it 
may be permitted to try our faith and constancy ; and we may reasona- 
bly suppose we are subject to temptation, that we may experience the 
virtue of the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; a wea- 
pon which Satan fears, and from which he always flies, 
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“It is good for the heart to be established with grace, and not with 
meats.” The sound doctrines of the gospel are as foundation-stones 
to a well built house. They are marrow and fatness to the hungry 
soul, and as hidden manna in the heart. 

The Christian religion admils its principles to be tried critically 
by any, or by all; and the more it is searched by its professors, the 
more they will be satisfied, and confirmed of their truth and value. 

How glorious and full of majesty does the Almighty appear 
through the divine revelation he has unfolded to his people, in that 
sure word of prophecy, to which they do well to take heed, as 
unto a light shining in a dark place. It is our duty+to run with 
patience the race set before us, looking to our once crucified, 
but now risen Master, as our guide and director, even to Je 
sus the Son of God. What grace, what sweetness in the promise, 
the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head: how conso- 
ling the belief, it has bruised it with a destructive blow. 

It is a source of high joy, to be able to live in the diligent and ac- 
tive discharge of duty. To have the conscience quieted, comforted 
and cheered with fergiveness, are joys unspeakable. It is a subject 
of wonder and amazement, that we have the privilege of exercising 
in our minds a lively hope; a firm and immoveable trust in God. 
Surely if we allow our sense the liberty of admiring and wondering 
at the natural sun, much rather may we joy in feeling the genial 
rays of the Sun of righteousness, warming our hearts with its healing 
rays. 

What a mercy it is to have the mind fixed, and the judgment set- 
tled in the truths of life. How blessed is the man, who is like 
Mount Zion, in the principles of Christ, which cannot be moved. 

If like decaying trees, we are transplanted in a more wholesome 
soil, what pity is it, if we take not roat. 

How necessary is prayer to God, that we may not hesitate and wa- 
ver about the certainty of his promises, knowing they are sweeter 
thanhoney. We doextremely wrong to part with those truths, which 
have heretofore shed sensibly their sweetest influence on our hearts. 
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ESSAY ON TIME. 


— 


(Concluded from Page 25.) 


III. Tue transactions of human beings survive the wreck of time, 
and pass into eternity ; a thought this, which should fall with solemn 
weight upon every breast. God’s universal government, the unequal 
distribution of rewards and punishments in this life, the soul’s con- 
sciousness of virtue and of vice, the egress of the mind towards a fu- 
ture state, man’s departure out of time by death against his own will; 
these, with many other incontestable truths, form the foundation of 
our confidence, that the transactions of mankind, in time, are ame- 
nable to a future state of retribution; and, in which, the honours of 
God, in his law and’justicé, shall be revealed in presence of men and 
angels. On these most solemn and interesting subjects the scriptures 
give us the highest instruction ; they make a considerable part of their 
ample page. Verily there is a God that judgeth the earth, Ps. lviii. 
11. We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. The Lord looked 
down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they 
are altogether become filthy ; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one, Ps. xiv. Every idle word that man shall speak, he shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment, Matt. xxxvi. The dead, 
small and great, shall stand before God; the sea, death, and hell, 
shall deliver up their dead to be judged, every man according to 
his works, Rev. xx. This description of the state of man, and of 
future retribution, is consonant to sound reason; a conviction of 
which must exist in every conscious breast. How dreary then the 
prospect of human nature ! On the rapid stream of time, esteeming, 
the precious moments of existence as the most triffing commodity, 
though more valuable than choicest treasures,—employed in gratify- 
ing the carnal, earthly, and sensual appetites of the soul ;-— tramp- 
ling upon the authority of God, trangressing his law, and bidding 
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defiance to his almighty judgment ! Every moment brings the sinner 
nearer to his final end; the strong current of time hastening him to 
death, who shall whirl the soul down the awful precipice, from 
whence he can only rise to stand before the judge of all, and receive 
his final doom. Lord, what is man! passing on the impetuous torrent 
of time to a future state, from whence he shall not’ return! 


Die man, or justice must ; unless for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid satisfaction, death for death. Mitton. 


IV. It is therefore with the highest pleasure we reflect on time 
as the space in which the purposes of God are unfolded in Jesus 
Christ, as willing and mighty to redeem lost sinners, as they were 
Jow sunk in wretchedness and ruin. - This mest blessed Saviour was 
promised immediately after the transgression of our first. parents in 
Paradise, and revealed as the seed. of the woman who was to bruise 
the serpent’s head, Gen. iii. 15. He was afterwards recognized by 
successive prophets, in successive ages; and Daniel ushered in the 
precise time in which the Messiah was to appear, Chap. ix. Paul, 
well conversant with the Hebrew prophecies, informs, that wben the 
fulness of time was come, God sent forth lus Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the lam, that 
ewe might receive the adoption of sons, Gal. iv. 4, 5. Jesus, Messiah, 
the Son of God, appeared, spent thirty years in private life, accord- 
‘ing to the Hebrew law, and began his public ministry: this being 
accomplished, he goes up to Jerusalem voluntarily to suffer and to 
die, In view of the cross he cries, Father, the hour is come, glo- 
_vify thy Son that thy Son may also glorify thee, John xvii. 1. 
‘The memorable point of time is arrived, in which all the series of 
prophecy and sacrifice are accomplished. He finishes the transgres- 
sion, makes an end of sins, makes reconciliation for iniquity, brings 
‘in everlasting righteousness, and seals up the vision and prophecy, 
Daniel ix. 24. The paschal Lamb is now slain; the law is magni- 
fied and made honourable, both in precept and in penalty ; the powers 
of darkness are overcome and bound in more than adamantine chains; 
death is disarmed of his dreadful sting, and the gates of immortal life 
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wide unfolded to every pious mind! Then, my soul, admire this 
blessed gospel day— 


———Survey the wond’rous cure, 
And at each step let higher wonder rise, 
Pardon for infinite offences! A pardon 
Through means that speak its value infinite ! 
A pardon bought with blood! With blood divine ! 
With blood divine of hin I made my foe ! 
Persisted to provoke! Though woo’d and aw’d, 
Blest and chastis’d, a flagrant rebel still ! 
, NorI alone! A rebel universe! 
My species up in arms! Nodt one exempt! 
¥et for the foulest of the foul he dies. Youns, 


V. As there is a time for a man’s natural birth, so there is also 
# period for his spiritual birth ; execpt a man be born again, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God ; and by which, in time, the soul 
is habitually prepared for an eternal state. By their fruits ye shall 
know them, Man possessed-of carnal appetites and desires, never can 
be happy in the enjoyment of spiritual, holy, and heavenly realities; 
there is, therefore, a moral necessity for his being born again in time; 
and, by which, his soul is brought to taste, feel, and enjoy those sa~ 
cred blessings unknown, if not despised by him before. T'ime, the 
precious gift of God, he views with new eyes; redeems what is lost, 
and improves the present to the noble purposes of glorifying God, 
and promoting the benefits of his fellow-mortals. What time he is 
afraid, he trusteth in the Lord, Psalm lvi. 3. In the time of trou- 
ble, God hideth him in his pavilien, covereth him in his secret ta- 
bernacle, and setteth him upon a rock, Psalm xxvii. 5. His high- 
est privilege is to walk in the light of God’s countenance, and in 
his name to rejoice all the day, Psalm Ixxxix. 15, &c. One pecu- 
liarity is worthy our remark: every man by natural birth, is born 
to die; but he that is born of the Spirit, and believeth in Christ, 
shall never die eternally ; and with this most comfortable persuasion, 
he passes the time of his sojourning here, in prospect of an eternal 
state of blessedness with God beyond the vale of death, John i, 
25, 26, 











A SOLEMN CALCULATION, &c. 


God of all worlds! Source and supreme of things ! 
From whom all life, from whom duration springs! 
Intense, O let me for thy glory burn, 
Nor fruitless view my days and months return. 
Give me with wonder at thy works to glow, 
To grasp thy vision, and thy truths to know: 
O’er time’s tempestuous sea to reach the shore, 
alti And live, and sing, where rime shallbe nomore. Pocket Lid. 


ee 
ANECDOTE. 


Sm Isaac Newron said a little before his death, “I do not 
know what I may appear to the world; but to myself I seem to 
have been only like a boy playing on the shore, and diverting my- 
self in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell 
than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered 
before me.” 


— 


A SOLEMN CALCULATION, 


“ THE aggregate population on the surface of the known habita- 
ble globe, is estimated at $95,300,000 souls. If we reckon with 
the ancients, that a generation lasts thirty years, then, in that space, 
895,300,000 human beings will be born and die; consequently, 
81,760 must be Cropping into eternity every day; 3,407 every 
hour ; or, about 56 every minute ; How awful is the reflection !” 

Reader, is ft not the most dreadful infatuation to trifle with eter. 
nal things, on the brink of that awful world, into which more than 


« A thousand wretched dying souls have fled 
Since the last setting sun ?” Watts, 


Thou art yet in the number of the “living, who know that they 
shall die.” Oh! may it be thy concern and mine, so to “number 
our days, that we may apply our hearis to that wisdom,” which 
makes men “wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus.” 


OR ae 
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DEATH-BED OBSERVATIONS OF MR. SHEPHERD TO YOUNG MINIf- 
TERS. 


Arrer observing t them their work was great, and called far 
great seriousness; he told them three things; 1. That the studying 
of every sermon cost him tears. 2. Before he preached any sex- 
mon he got good by it himself. 3. He always went into the pulpit as 
if he were to give up his account to his Maker. 


‘THE ASTONISHED ATHEIST. 


Aw Atheist being asked by a professor of Christianity, How 
he could quiet his conscience in so desperate a state? replied, “As 
much am I astonished at yourself, that believing the Christian reli- 
gion to be true, you can quiet your conscience in living so much like 
the’ world: did I believe what you profess, 1 should think no care, 
no diligence, no zeal enough.” Alas! that there should still by proe 
fessors be so much cause given for the astonishment of Atheists. 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


in a piece of composition, one would wish that the whole should 
be formed suitable to the dignity of the subject. But let the pro- 
gress to what is great and brilliant, be gentle and gradual. Such 
is the rule and method of nature in all her works. At the first 
dawning of the brightest day that ever shone, light and ‘darkness 
were scarcely distinguishable. 
* . When,Gesner found his last hour approaching, he gave orders to 


be carried into bis study, that he might meet death in a place which 
» had been most agreeable to him all his life. _ 

Boerhaave, through life, consecrated the first hour after he rose 
in the morning, to meditation and prayer; declaring that from thence 
he derived vigour and aptitude for business, together with equani- 
mity under provocations, and a greater command over his passigns. 





RELIGIOUS’ INTELLIGENCE. ° 43 
No cloud can overshadow a true Christian, but his faith will 
discern a rainbow in it. 
Loose no time in the perusal of mean and unprofitable books. 
Depth of sentiment, illustrated by a bright imagination, is like the 
sea when the sun shines upon it, and turns it into an ocean of light. 


‘ 


—_———— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


sin, 

As it is not unusual to propose subjects of a serious nature, 
and to ask questions for information on concerns of the greatest 
moment, through the medium of a periodical publication, like the 
Monitor, I shall be obliged to you, if you will request some of 
your correspondents, to give in a short Essay their general view of 
“the way of salvation.” L- 

June 28, 1812. 
The Editor will cheerfully receive the views of any of his corres. 
pondents on the above important subject. 


et ot ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Orpatnep, On Thursday, the 6th of March last, at the Taberna- 
cle in Salem, Mass. the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Newell, Adoniram 
Judson, Samuel Nott, Gordon Hall, and Luther Rice, to the work 
of the Gospel Ministry, as Missionaries to the heathen in Asia. 

The parts of the solemnities of the day were as follow. The 
Rev. Dr. Griffin made the introductory prayer; the Rev. Dr. 
Woods preached the Sermon from Ps. Ixii. the Rev. Dr. Morse 
made the consecrating prayer; the Rev. Dr. Spring delivered the 
charge; the Rev. Dr. Worcester presented the right hand of fel- 
lowship; and the Rev. Dr. Spring made the concluding prayer. 
The exercises were solemn and appropriate, and evidently made a 
deep impression op a crowded audience. The Sermon, Charge, 
and Right Hand of Fellowship, are printed. A very large im- 


pression is struck off, and the profits will be applied to the support 
of this mission. 
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Messrs. Newell and Judson, with their wives, sailed from Salem 
in the brig Caravan, Capt. Heard, on Wednesday the 19th Inst. 
amidst the prayers. and benedictions of multitudes, whose hearts go 
with them, and who will not cease te remember them at the throne 
of grace. ' 

— 
A letter written by the wife of one of the missionaries, or the even- 
ing before the vessel sailed from Salem. 

“ Here am I, my dear mother, on board the brig Caravan, in a 
_ Neat little cabin, with brother and sister Judson, Mr. P— and Capt. 
I—, (who will spend the night with us,) and another dear fricnd, 
whose beloved society enlivens my spirits, and renders my situation 
pleasant. Ihave at length taken leave of the land of my forefathers, 
and entered the vessel which will be the place of my residence till I 
reach the desired haven. Think not, my dear mother, that we are 
now sitting in silent sorrow, strangers to peace. Oh no; though the 
idea that I have left you, to see you no more, is painful indeed ; 
yet I think I can say, that I have found the grace of my Redeemer 
sufficient for me—his strength has been made perfect in my weak- 
ness. We have been engaged in singing this evening, and can you 
believe me, wher I tell you, that I never engaged in this dehghtful 
part of worship with greater pleasure. 

“ Our accommodations have exceeded my highest expectations, 
God has ever been doing me good; He will not leave me in this 
trying hour. I feel distressed that I should cause you and my other 
dear friends so much pain. Why should you feel anxious, my mo- 
ther? Let me entreat you to dry your tears, which have been shed 
on my account, trust in God, and be happy. The agreeable disap- 
pointment which I have met with relative to the ancommodations of 
the vessel lays me under renewed obligations to devote myself en- 
tirely to my covenant Redeemer. I feel a sweet satisfaction in re- 
flecting upon the undertaking in which I am engaged. It is not to 
acquire the riches and honours of this fading world; but to assist 
one of Christ’s dear ministers in carrying the glad tidings of salvation 
to the perishing heathen of Asia. 

“ T intended to have written a long letter to our dear M— before 
I left Salem; but have found it quite impracticable. Do give my 
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fove to her and Mr. H—. I hopethey will not forget me when I 
am a stranger in a strange land. JRemember me affectionately to | 
Mr. and Mrs. W—, Miss H—, and all my other friends. © I shall 
think much of the society of females in my native town. Will they 
not make me a subject of intercession at every meeting? O that they 
may be abundantly blessed. QO 

* I never shall repay you, my dear mother, for all the kindness C 
and love you have shown me thus far in life. Accept my sincere —~ 
thanks for every favour, and oh, forgive me for so often causing you r- 
pain and anxiety. May the Almighty reward you a hundred fold for -— 
your kindness to me. And now, my dear mother, what more shall Cc 
I say, but ask you to pray for me, and engage other Christians to de >. 
the same. 

“ There is a calm for those who weep, rm 
A rest for weary pilgrims.” . a 
Parting sounds will not be heard in heaven. May we meet there, af a 
ter lives filled with usefulness and duty. I have a thousand things 
to say, but must stop short. 
It is late—I must retire——Dear mother adieu.” wo 
Panojlist. *< 
—oe— P 
Caucutta, Ocr. 10, 1811.* 
Rev. Dr. Rogers, Philadelphia. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 
I nave but afew minutes to write in, which I must catch while 
I sit in college. The ship by which I send this has been here a long 
time, and now its departure is sudden. 

I have written to Mr. Ralston, who has very kindly interested 
himself, in a way which calls for our gratitude, for the work in 
which we are engaged. I have given him an account of our pro- 
gress in the work of translating and printing the word of God, which I 
suppose you will see. Iam happy to say that the Lord has enabled 
us to persevere in the work, and even extend our labours far beyond 
any thing that we at first expected, or even hoped for. I do not 
think it impossible now, that I may live to see the Bible translated 
and published in the greater part of the languages spoken in the 
Kast. 


* This Letter, though dated last fall, has but just come to hand. 
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The Lord has been very gracious in raising up labourers in this 
work. There are about ten persons, formerly Idolaters or Mussul- 
mans, who»now preach the Gospel of our Redeemer; and seven 
others, native Portuguese or Armenians, who are either called to the 
work of the ministry, or are now on trial for it. Two of our native 
brethren, (Hindoos) are employed in Calcutta and its precincts, 
where they preach at twelve or fourteen different places every 
week, and have been the instruments of the conversion of many. 
Indeed I thimk they are the most useful persons now employed in 
the work of God at Calcutta, or in India. Calcutta is now a very 
different place from what. it was, for the voice of prayer and praise 
is now to be heard in almost all parts of it. The number already 
baptized this year in Calcutta, is fifty or more, and there is a pros- 
pect of six or seven being added to the church every month, for 
some months to come. Persons. who were formerly of the most 
profligate character, now walk so as to bring honour to the Gospel. 
I trust the Lord will enable us to extend missions to other coun- 
tries in a very little time. We were enabled last year to begin one 
in Orissa, and this year to send brothers Chamberlain and Peacock 
to Agra. We have it in contemplation to send brother Cornish, a 
young man who has devoted himself to the work of God, to Am- 
boyna, where I find there are several thousand Malays, who are 
nominal Christians, but have now no one to care for their souls. 
We also intend tosend brother Robinson to the island of Java. In- 
deed these two brethren will in all probability soon sail for the places 
chosen for them. We shall then have six missions iu the East. 
Indeed we may almost say seven, for a YoUNG OFFICER in THE ARMY, 
whom God has stirred up to.labour in his work, is stationed in the 
Mahratta country, where he uses all his endeavours to spread the 
Gospel of our Redeemer. ‘Thus the cause of Christ spreads, the 
little leaven diffuses itself through the mass, and the grain of mus- 
tard-seed grows, and promises to become a tree. 

Notwithstanding all our encouragement, the prospect is still very 
gloomy on every side. There are still several countries into which 
the Gospel has yet made noentrance. Cabul, Cashmeera, Nepala, 
Bootan, Assam, Arakan, Siam, Tonquia, Cambodia, and Molacca_, 
on the continent; and only one missionary in China. He is also 
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searcely in the country: besides’ the numerous and vast islands ia 
the Indian Seas. In these islands, we know not how many, or what 
languages are spoken; and indeed we can scarcely enumerate all 
the islands. There are many of them in which there are a good 
number of professing Christians, who under the Dutch government 
in those islands, took upon them the Christian name, We also know 
that the Malay language is spoken by the Malays, who are to be 
found in smaller or greater numbers in all the islands, and scarcely 
belong to any. The Bible is printed in that language, and they 
may perhaps eventually be the medium of spreading the Gospel 
through the other numerous nations which inhabit the Indian Ar- 
chipelago. 

I suppose our brethren Lawson and Johns, with the Sisters, must 
ere this have left America for this country. - We are in daily ex- 
pectation of their arrival, and hope it will not be long delayed, 
The renewal of the non-intercourse bill is a very distressing circum- 
stance, as it greatly hinders that Christian intercourse which is so 
desirable, and tends so much to the mutual edification of Christians 
in different countries 

You seem to think the translation of the Bible into the languages. 
ef the American Indians an impracticuble work; you are, it is true, 
on the spot, and can judge from circumstances; but I cannot bring 
myself to think it impracticable, and I have had a litile experience 
in the work of translation; do make the trial yourself with an intel- 
ligent Indian, who understands English; or if your avocations will * 
not permit you to engage therein personally, do use your influ- 
ence with some one who hasleisure. Only let a fair trial be made ;- 
but do not conclude it to be impracticable till at least twenty attempts 
have been made, and have failed. It must be done some time, and 
happy the man who shall be the instrument of beginning it. 

Accept the assurances of my warm Christian love to you, and let 
me hear from you at every opportunity. Your's affectionately, 


W. CAREY.’ 





TRUE BELIEVERS, &c. 


AN ACROSTIC. 
C hrist is their trust, their glory and their guide; 
H._ is holy footsteps they aspire to trace ; 
R enouncing self, they nothing fear but pride; 
I fmeek and lowly—Jesus has the praise ! 
S eal’d by the Spirit of their Father God, 
T heir works and virtues to his glory shine. 
I n-dwelling grace proclaims his love abroad, 
A nd jy Ui hearts, and all their tongues conjoin : 
“N ot us—the glory, Lord, be thine.” 
9 
ON THE SENSITIVE PLANTé 
As late amongst the flow’ry tribes, 
I stray’d with tranquil breast, 
A serious monitor at length 
My musing mind address’d, 
A tender plant, preserv’d with care 
Beneath a sunny shed, 
Receded from the touch I gave, 
And quickly bow’d its head. - 
In reasen’s ear it seem’d to say, 
“ Mortal, behold in me 
An emblem of the righteous plant 
Expos’d to death for thee. 
* Humble and meek thy Master came 
To suffer rude disdain, 
And, though by thankless men revil’d, 
* Thou, too, art plac’d where many a foe 
Thy fall would gladly see ; 
With cautious care avoid their wiles, 
As I withdraw from thee. 
* Deign to be taught, though blooming now, 
Soon thou wilt bow thine head! 
A chilling hand will touch thy frame, 
And lay thee with the dead.” 
“ Thanks, gentle moralist,” I cried, 
“ Still to my thoughts be nigh, 
Each day the solemn truth repeat ; 
Remember thou must die.” 
But souls by Jesus lov’d, shall live 
When winds and storms are o’er, 
Where no base hand, or cruel blast 
Shall e’er assault them more. 





